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Send us an email
We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	If you cannot correctly see this newsletter in HTML, click on the following link: www.ltccc.org/newsletter/enewsletter.htm. 

LTC News Flash

NCCNHR Releases Report on Neglect & Abuse in Nursing Homes

On Friday, April 28th, the National Citizen’s Coalition for Nursing Home Reform released a major report titled Faces of Neglect: Behind the Closed Doors of Nursing Homes. Detailing the distressing experiences of 36 ordinary residents in 12 states, the book demonstrates the impact of neglect and abuse in long-term care facilities and tells the stories of those who endured severe, unnecessary suffering at the most vulnerable time of their lives. 
NCCNHR’s project highlights the need to address major long-term care issues including:
· staffing and the need for a minimum staffing standard;
· the high physical, emotional, and financial costs of poor care;
· the need for enforcement that particularly addresses facilities that are repeat poor performers; and
· preserving residents' rights and access to civil justice.
[www.nccnhr.org]

Kaiser Commission Releases Five Reports on LTC and Deficit Reduction Act
Following the passage of the Deficit Reduction Act (DRA) of 2005, many Medicaid long-term care policies have been or will change. The Kaiser Family Foundation's Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured is now releasing five new reports addressing many of these changes, including asset transfers and community-based programs. [http://www.kff.org/]
Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage
Important Enrollment Updates:
Transitional Supplies Expire: Starting April 1, 2006, Medicare prescription drug plans are no longer required to “provide extended transitional supplies of non-covered medications to members who joined before March 2006.” According to a Families USA memo, neediest beneficiaries (including dual eligibles and those with chronic conditions) may face more barriers “when trying to obtain drugs they need but that their plans do not cover.”

Monday, May 15th - Deadline to sign up for prescription drug coverage for the initial enrollment period in 2006. From May 16th until May 31st, there will be facilitated enrollment for people entitled to extra help who did not yet enroll in a drug plan, and will have effective drug coverage as of June 1st.
An April 2006 Kaiser Family Foundation study examines formularies, drug costs and restrictions in some of the private and stand-alone Medicare drug plans. To read more about the variation between plans in the new program, click here.
Spotlight on Advocacy
Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do. You can make a difference by speaking out now!
Featured Action: Support the NYS False Claims Act!
The New York State legislature is considering passage of a State False Claims Act, based upon the federal act, within the next few days.  It is crucial that such a bill is passed to enhance enforcement against those who defraud state and local governments, such as nursing home providers who bill Medicaid for services that they did not adequately provide.  
The bill should include treble damages against perpetrators of such frauds and a “whistleblowers” provision ("qui tam" actions) that provides an incentive for people to provide information about such fraudulent activities.  In a qui tam action an individual with knowledge of fraud may bring a law suit on behalf of the state and share in the recoveries. This provision is crucial in order to encourage people to step forward.
Please speak out now to support the fight against Medicaid fraud! Let the Governor, Attorney General and state legislators know that you believe those who commit Medicaid fraud should be identified and punished as effectively as possible. Visit LTCCC’s Citizen Action Center (www.ltccc.org) and send a message today.
FYI – For Your Information
Website of Interest:
Online Resource Center/Part D Resources Page – Co-sponsored by Selfhelp, Empire Justice Center & the Western New York Law Center, this page lists many web-based resources that are available on the Part D Medicare benefit. The page is accessible through the websites of all three organizations [or directly at http://onlineresources.wnylc.net/healthcare/part_D.asp]
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!


