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Send us an email
We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	If you cannot read this newsletter, click here: www.ltccc.org/newsletter/enewsletter.htm. 

Urgent Advocacy Alert!
Sign on to the Ladies’ Home Journal petition to improve nursing home care
Please go to www.lhj.com/nursinghome and take a minute to sign the Ladies Home Journal nurse staffing petition to help build support for H.R. 4293, the federal Nursing Home Staffing Act. The petition calls on Congress to pass this bill, which would require nursing homes to meet staffing levels that are widely recognized as necessary to provide decent care and quality of life for residents. This is a great opportunity to increase the number of House sponsors and get the bill reintroduced in the Senate!  WE URGE YOU TO PASS THIS E-MAIL ON IN YOUR COMMUNITY – IF WE JOIN TOGETHER TO SPEAK OUT WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR RESIDENTS ACROSS THE USA!! 
LTC News Flash

New LTCCC Report: Using Law and Regulation to Protect Nursing Home Residents
OBRA 87, the landmark federal law passed in 1987, requires that every nursing home resident “be provided with services sufficient to attain and maintain his or her highest practicable physical, mental, and psycho-social well-being.” Yet, as we approach OBRA 87’s 20th anniversary, nursing homes too often continue to be: unpleasant and hostile environments, the agent of harm rather than provider of care & protection, and, for good reason, “the option of last resort.”

LTCCC’s report identifies the primary legal mandates that are too often disregarded by both nursing homes and government surveillance and provides pragmatic as well as inspiring examples of people and organizations that have overcome systemic hurdles in the fight to protect nursing home residents. “Our goal is to give people insights into the promise that this country has made to every single nursing home resident and the ways in which some have made that promise a reality,” said Richard Mollot, LTCCC’s executive director and author of the report, “We believe that this report will be useful to many people - families, advocates, ombudsman, political leaders and journalists – who aren’t legal scholars or experts but who know there is a crisis and want ideas on what they can do to protect vulnerable residents.”

Some highlights from the report:

· A lawyer in Washington DC sued the state of California – and won - because it would not implement OBRA’87.
· A lawyer in New York uses a new state law to sue nursing homes for neglect or abuse. This new approach puts the burden of proof on the facility.
· A California Supreme Court decision permits the possibility of non-economic damages, punitive damages and attorneys’ fees.
· The DC Ombudsman filed a lawsuit to implement a model transfer and discharge plan.
· The New Mexico Ombudsman went undercover in nursing homes – which led to new state law to permit this type of activity.
[http://www.nursinghome411.org/LTCCCREPORT-OBRA87.htm] 
NY State Legislative Round-Up
The NY State legislative session is drawing to a close. Unfortunately, little was accomplished to protect the elderly and disabled people who rely on long term care services. Why have our state leaders continued to do nothing to protect the elderly and disabled (even on legislation that would cost the state little or no money!)?   Following are several bills affecting long term care consumers that our leaders have not yet come together to pass.  [Editor’s Note: We hope that all New Yorker’s will consider their leaders’ actions – or inactions – when they vote in November elections!] 
· Nursing Home Diversion Act (A5347):  To stop nursing homes with dangerously low staffing from taking in additional residents, the bill now has 32 co-sponsors in the Assembly. [Thanks to all of the people who wrote their leaders about this issue from our Citizen Action Center!]  Unfortunately, not a single NYS Senator has proposed a companion bill.
· Assisted Living/ACF Abuse Reporting Act (A5619c): To mandate reporting of abuse of residents of assisted living facilities and adult care facilities.
· Act to Stop Punitive Medicaid Waivers (A11592): Provides that “no waiver application or state plan amendment shall be filed with the federal department of health and human services for implementation of any policy or program that would limit eligibility for or furnishing of medical assistance in certain instances.”
· False Claims Act (A8107/S3895): Defines false and/or fraudulent claim against the state; authorizes individuals who reveal frauds to obtain a share of the recovery.  This bill would enhance enforcement against those who defraud state and local governments, such as nursing home providers who bill Medicaid for services that they did not adequately provide. 
For the all of the latest citizen actions, visit our Long Term Care Citizen Action Center at www.ltccc.org or join LTCCC and get in-depth news and action alerts delivered directly to you!
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!


