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	NOTE to Readers:

All underlined text in the LTC E-Newsletter is a hyperlink to a website or email address related to the item you are reading.  

To access these links, put your mouse cursor over the underlined text and click on it with your left mouse button.  If that does not work, you can click on it with your right mouse button and choose “Open Hyperlink” in the menu that will open on your screen.
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242 West 30th Street, Ste 306

New York, NY 10001

Phone:

(212) 385-0355

E-mail:

Send us an e-mail
We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest enforcement actions against nursing homes in New York State


Read the latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE JOIN NOW!

	LTC News Flash

Kaiser Family Foundation Releases Study: Changes in Characteristics, Needs, and Payment for Care of Elderly Nursing Home Residents: 1999 to 2004
This report focuses on the characteristics, needs, and payment sources for the care of elderly nursing home residents, as well as changes in these trends as the size of the resident population has declined between 1999 and 2004.
Some of the reports findings include:

· The number of elderly long-stay nursing home residents (90 days or longer) declined from 1.21 million to 1.06 million between 1999 and 2004, while the demographic profile of these residents changed little during the time period; 

· Disease prevalence was higher and multiple conditions were more common among elderly nursing home residents in 2004 compared to 1999 indicating an increasingly sicker population; and 

· Medicaid is the main payer for elderly long-stay residents, accounting for 68% of these residents in 2004. 

 [http://www.kff.org/medicaid/7663.cfm]  
Inspector General for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announces that state False Claims Act passed by New York qualified for an increased share of recoveries from Medicaid fraud.  New York State’s False Claims Act, passed during the last legislative session, has qualified New York for an increased share of recoveries from Medicaid fraud.  This law, which members of LTCCC helped to pass by sending messages to the legislature on LTCCC’s Citizen Action Center, empowers and rewards whistle-blowers to help fight people and businesses defrauding Medicaid. These provisions allow the state and local governments to learn about frauds they otherwise would never discover, result in the recovery of amounts stolen from the government (plus additional penalties), and provide a strong deterrence against future fraudulent behavior. 
[http://oig.hhs.gov/fraud/docs/falseclaimsact/NewYork.pdf]
Spotlight on Advocacy
Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do. You can make a difference by speaking out now! 
Featured Action: Speak Out for Updated Adult Home Regulations that Encourage Resident Choice and Independence! 
The Facts: According to the 2004 Assisted Living Law, mandating licensure for all assisted living residences in NY State, the state must update current adult home regulations. The adult home regulations will be the basic rules that all licensed assisted living residences must follow in addition to those specifically promulgated for assisted living. It is critical that this update not remove important protections but rather encourage resident independence, choice and autonomy as prescribed by the law.
Why Your Action Is Needed: 

· It is crucial that state leaders know that citizens want regulations that protect residents and ensure that they are able to achieve the “promise” of assisted living: to maintain independence and autonomy in an environment that will provide them with the care they need. 
· Assisted living & adult home businesses will be working to make the new regulations as lax as possible.  Your voice is needed as a counter balance, and to let state leaders know that this issue is important to their constituents and their families.  
· Speaking out now can make a difference in the quality of assisted living and adult homes for years to come! 
What You Can Do: Go to LTCCC’s Citizen Action Center now to send a message.  After you send the message, please forward to friends and family.
FYI – For Your Information

Website of Interest: Health Care for Health Care Workers
This website is part of the Paraprofessional Health Care Institute’s Health Care for Health Care Workers campaign. It gives information on why health care coverage for direct-care workers is so important and how it affects the care that consumers receive; how some employers are providing affordable coverage; and how to get involved in the campaign. [HCHCW Website - Home] 
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!  



