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Send us an e-mail
We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	If you cannot correctly see this newsletter in HTML, click on the following link: www.ltccc.org/newsletter/enewsletter.htm. 

LTC News Flash

Texas Law on Litigation Cap May be Applied Nationally
In 2003, Texas enacted legislation that capped non-economic damages for pain and suffering in all medical malpractice lawsuits at $250,000, including those against nursing homes. According to the Texas Observer, 23 other states have also restricted litigation in some form, though few restrictions are as severe as Texas.
In an effort to expand tort reform, Republican lawmakers are trying to apply Texas’ litigation cap to the rest of the nation by composing a bill that would cap all medical malpractice damages at $250,000 nationally. Currently “the legislation has passed the U.S. House but stalled thus far in the Senate. If it does pass, the federal cap would supersede all state malpractice regulations across the country.” 
In many states, the civil justice system represents the best method for keeping nursing homes accountable. If this federal law is passed, the elderly will be disproportionately affected “because most seniors don’t have jobs and can’t prove economic damages such as lost wages.” Therefore, if a senior is neglected in a nursing home, the most they will be able to receive in a malpractice lawsuit, regardless of the severity of the abuse, is $250,000. [www.texasobserver.org]
Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage
Important October 2005 Dates:
Starting on October 1st, Medicare Prescription Drug plans (PDP) can begin marketing. Within the month, an informational handbook on available drug plans and costs will be mailed to all Medicare beneficiaries. People will be able to compare prescription drug plans online (www.medicare.gov) or by phone (1-800-MEDICARE) starting on October 13. From October 27 until November 10, Medicare will notify beneficiaries of the plan they will be automatically enrolled in on January 1, 2006, if they do not enroll in a plan on their own. Be aware, there may be a possibility of an automatic enrollment into a PDP not contracted with your nursing home.
The Kaiser Family Foundation will be holding a live web cast with a panel of experts answering questions regarding the implementation of Medicare prescription drug coverage. The web cast will take place on Thursday, October 6 at 2pm (EST). Any questions can be submitted in advance through email or live at 1-888-524-7378. [kaisernetwork.org]
For more information, visit the CMS website and look for future updates and consumer information on our Websites and newsletters.
Spotlight on Advocacy

Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do. You can make a difference by speaking out now!

Featured Action: Protect NYS Assisted Living Residents!

Following passage of the ground-breaking assisted living law in New York last year, the NY Department of Health is developing regulations regarding assisted living facilities (ALFs) that will put into effect the law’s mandate clarifying requirements for adult homes (which have always required state licensure) and assisted living (which now must be licensed).  Importantly, it will establish standards for ALFs that want 1) an enhanced needs certificate, to allow residents to “age in place” (stay in their home even as their care needs increase), or 2) a special needs certificate, so that they can legally describe themselves as a provider of care for people with dementia. 
The regulations are being formulated now by a state task force. Unfortunately, there are significant concerns about some of the proposals under consideration, which could make assisted living residents very vulnerable. It is critical that the regulations provide strong protections regarding staffing, training, resident rights and consumer disclosures, particularly for ALFs that will be caring for people with higher needs, increasing frailty, or dementia. However, many of the proposals are more protective of providers than of the elderly people who are entrusting them with their care and safety.
Only a small minority on the task force represent consumers.  Thus, it is critical that state leaders hear from people like you that assisted living residents must be protected!
What you can do:

Please speak out now, so that assisted living residents will have the protections they need! Let the Department of Health and the State Office for the Aging and legislative leaders know that you want to strengthen assisted living rules by visiting LTCCC’s Citizen Action Center (www.ltccc.org) and send an e-mail today to the co-chairs of the task force and other relevant state leaders.
FYI – Website of Interest
National Long Term Care Ombudsman Resource Center – Given the recent devastation in the Gulf states resulting from hurricanes Katrina and Rita, this month we are showcasing the Ombudsman Resource Center’s efforts to provide resources to residents, their families, and providers in case of another emergency. The information includes contacts for donations, volunteer services, and emergency relief, as well as how to prepare for future emergencies. [www.ltcombudsman.org]
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!


