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We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a statewide coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	If you cannot correctly see this newsletter in HTML, click on the following link: www.ltccc.org/newsletter/enewsletter.htm. 
LTC News Flash

Issues for Medicare Beneficiaries in Long-Term Care Facilities: An Analysis of the New Prescription Drug Benefit 

This article from the Kaiser Family Foundation looks at issues related to the new Medicare prescription drug benefit for people with Medicare who live in nursing homes or other long-term-care settings. [www.kff.org/medicare/7161.cfm] 
New Law Gives Gay Partners Visiting Partners in Hospitals & Nursing Homes
Governor Pataki has signed into law a bill requiring nursing homes, hospitals and other health care centers to give domestic partners visiting rights for patients who are not able to grant permission on their own.  This would include people who are incapacitated, unconscious, or rushed to a health care center in an emergency. [http://www.prideagenda.org/pressreleases/pr-10-01-04.html]
What Seniors Should Know About Conservative Activist Judges
This article from the National Senior Citizens Law Center presents a summary of the threats activist conservative judges and judicial nominees pose to fundamental needs and interests of America's senior citizens.   According to the article, “America’s seniors have long made their political views heard and their votes count.  That’s why Congress enacted vital legal protections like Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and federal laws banning discrimination based on age or disability. But in recent years these guarantees have become targets for a stealth assault from an unlikely quarter—the federal courts.” [www.nsclc.org] 
Spotlight on Advocacy

Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do: if you are a long term care consumer, a friend or family member, or just a concerned citizen, you can make a difference!

Featured Action: 
Help LTCCC Fight the Use of Poorly Trained and Supervised Workers in Nursing Homes
Federal regulations that went into effect last year allow individual states to authorize a dramatic change in how nursing home residents are cared for – states can now allow nursing homes to employ feeding assistants with little training and supervision.  However, states do not have to lower their standards if they don’t want to.  Unfortunately, New York appears to be planning to lower its standard, and could be releasing new regulations at any moment that will put residents at even greater danger than many of them currently are in.
Feeding is a critical issue for many nursing home residents.  The Coalition strongly believes that people who need this type of assistance should get it. There is no excuse for the levels of malnourishment and dehydration that currently occur in nursing homes across the state and country.  However, we believe that the answer is not to allow nursing homes to bring in inadequately supervised workers with a fraction of the training nurse aides receive, to provide this vital service to vulnerable residents.   
Basically, the government is experimenting with vulnerable nursing home residents – testing to see how low they can set standards for nursing home workers.  WE BELIEVE THAT THIS IS OUTRAGEOUS!
What you can do: 

· If you are a nursing home resident, family member or can legally speak on behalf of a resident, you can help by joining a lawsuit against the state, charging that this relaxation of standards endangers residents.  You do not need to require help eating to be a part of the lawsuit.  There will be very little you are asked to do. Lawyers from the National Senior Citizens Law Center are handling the case for free. Call Richard at the Coalition to find out more: 212-385-0355.  
· Visit the long term care Citizen Action Center and send a free message telling your state leaders that the solution to the nursing home crisis is to improve levels of trained staff, not lower standards. 
Even A short note OR CALL can make a difference!

FYI – For Your Information

Website of Interest:
MemberoftheFamily.net– MemberoftheFamily.net provides information about 16,000 Medicare/Medicaid-certified nursing homes in the United States, including easy-to-understand reports based on recent government surveys. They also compile a National Watch List of homes recently cited for violations or that have had substantiated complaints made against them. Additionally they maintain an Honor Roll of facilities found to be deficiency-free.
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!



