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	NOTE to Readers:

All underlined text in the LTC E-Newsletter is a hyperlink to a website or email address related to the item you are reading.  

To access these links, put your mouse cursor over the underlined text and click on it with your left mouse button.  If that does not work, you can click on it with your right mouse button and choose “Open Hyperlink” in the menu that will open on your screen.
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New York, NY 10001
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(212) 385-0355

E-mail:

Send us an e-mail
We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	LTC News Flash

Bush Plans Post-Election Push on Social Security Privatization
According to a new report from Reuters news service, “President George W. Bush, whose effort last year to overhaul Social Security proved highly unpopular, said he plans a renewed push to rein in the costs of entitlement programs after the elections.”  
The push to introduce privatization of Social Security has been a one of the major domestic policy priorities for the Bush Administration.  Last year, administration officials, including President Bush, Vice President Cheney and presidential advisor Karl Rove spoke extensively on the need to cut Social Security costs, as part of the president’s “Strengthening Social Security initiative.” According to the Reuters report, “Democrats strongly oppose private accounts and many Republicans resisted the attempt to change Social Security amid polls showing most Americans disliked the idea.” [http://today.reuters.com/news/] 
Study Finds Health Insurance Costs Skyrocketing in NY State
A new study from Families USA, a nonprofit organization focused on health care issues, has found that “Over the past six years (2000 to 2006), family health insurance premiums for New York’s workers rose 5.5 times more quickly than median earnings. On average, family health care premiums rose by 71.8 percent, while median earnings rose by only 13.0 percent.  In addition to higher premiums, working families faced higher out-of-pocket health care costs, such as deductibles, copayments, and costs for services that were no longer covered by their insurance plans. As a result, health care costs are absorbing an ever-larger portion of family budgets, and it is clear why many New York families feel worse off economically than they did six years ago.”   [www.familiesusa.org] 
New National Nursing Home Quality Campaign: What Does it Really Mean For Nursing Home Residents?
On September 29, a number of nursing home provider organizations and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services launched a “new” campaign to improve nursing home care called “Advancing Excellence for America’s Nursing Home Residents.”  The campaign’s major goals include reducing: incidence of pressure ulcers, use of restraints, and  experience of pain among nursing home residents.

While these goals are laudable and important, LTCCC and many other advocates have expressed serious concerns about this campaign.  Fundamentally, nursing homes are already legally required to meet many of the standards that the campaign is now characterizing as (voluntary) goals.  In addition, the article linked to in the title, above, states, that this is “DÉJÀ VU ALL OVER AGAIN”; another of the provider industry’s oft repeated promises to take action to meet minimum standards of nursing home care.  Following are some highlights from that article, from the Center for Medicare Advocacy:
In sharp contrast to the protection for each resident that has been mandated by federal law since 1990, the Campaign sets four different, and considerably lower, “objectives” for the goal of preventing and minimizing pressure ulcers for residents as a group….  These objectives not only contradict the standard of the Reform Law; they also condone higher percentages of noncompliance with federal law than currently reported by nursing facilities.     
Most troubling, the campaign presents itself as a different way for the public to evaluate the care provided by nursing facilities.  As an alternative to the public regulatory system’s unannounced surveys, citation of deficiencies, and enforcement actions, which are publicly disclosed, the campaign sets out a voluntary and secret system of goals and targets and promises less than federal law currently requires.
For more information on the campaign, click on the underlined links above to go directly to the relevant materials.  For more information on the legal rights of residents, and what can be done to make sure they are enforced, please see our report, Using Law and Regulation to Protect Nursing Home Residents When Their Government Fails Them, and related materials for consumers, advocates and ombudsman.
Spotlight on Advocacy
Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do. You can make a difference by speaking out now! Contacting politicians is one way to speak out before the upcoming elections.
Featured Action: Urge Passage of Elder Justice Act!
Congress is expected to return to work after this month’s election. One unfinished piece of business is passing the Elder Justice Act. A strong effort is being made to pass the Senate version of the bill, S. 2010, and send it to the House for a vote. Please contact your congressional representative and Senators Clinton & Schumer and ask them to support S. 2010, the Elder Justice Act. Tell them the bill has much needed provisions to protect nursing home residents from neglect and abuse, and that it is important to pass it this year. Click here to send a message from our Long Term Care Citizen Action Center or call the Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121.
Do you search the Internet?  If you use www.goodsearch.com (partnered with Yahoo.com) and put “LTCCC” as your charity, LTCCC receives a penny for every search you do!   Click here to get the Good Search toolbar.  
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)! 



