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We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	If you cannot correctly see this newsletter in HTML, click on the following link: www.ltccc.org/newsletter/enewsletter.htm. 

LTC News Flash

Changes in Medicaid Eligibility and Asset Transfer Rules
Following the recommendations of the Medicaid Commission, the House Energy and Commerce Committee voted on Thursday, October 27, to approve a proposal that would cut Medicaid spending by $9.5 billion over 5 years including a restriction on transfer of asset rules and eligibility for the program. Among other things, the bill would 1) increase the “look-back” period from 3 to 5 years, 2) start the penalty period from the date of transfer to the date of Medicaid application, and 3) make anyone with $500,000 worth of equity in a home ineligible for Medicaid. The Senate bill, however, does not include these changes. Both the entire House and Senate must still vote on the bills. [www.elderlawanswers.com]
In addition to the adverse impact this will have on consumers in need of Medicaid services, there is growing evidence that these efforts to restrict consumer access to Medicaid may not be an effective means to save government money. A May 2005 report by the Georgetown University Long-Term Care Financing Project ("Medicaid's Coverage of Nursing Home Costs; Asset Shelter for the Wealthy or Essential Safety Net?") revealed that transferring one's assets in order to receive Medicaid coverage for long term care is uncommon and has little effect on total Medicaid spending. 
A new report by the Government Accountability Office (GAO), concluded that there was not sufficient evidence to judge how much of a problem asset transfers are because transfers that were not reported by applicants were difficult to identify. Therefore, it is difficult to predict the amount that might be saved by restricting transfer of asset rules. 
For more information on transfer of asset rules, go to our nursing home website. (www.nursinghome411.org) 
Elderly Legal Immigrants Win Victory Over Benefits Denial
“Impoverished elderly and disabled immigrants won a resounding victory when State Supreme Court Justice Jane Solomon ruled in August (2005) that New York State must meet their basic needs, even if the federal government will not,” because the State Constitution requires New York State to meet the basic needs of all its indigent residents regardless of immigration status. The New York Legal Assistance Group (NYLAG), together with The Legal Aid Society and the Empire Justice Center, brought the case on behalf of legal immigrants after harsh restrictions were imposed on the elderly and disabled, limiting their eligibility for federal Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits to only 7 years. Once federal benefits stopped, many immigrants were receiving less money per month than other residents of New York State. [www.nylag.org]
Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage
Important November & December 2005 Dates:
Initial enrollment for the Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage starts on November 15, 2005. This date is the deadline for employers and unions to notify their retirees about whether or not their drug coverage is considered creditable. If your current drug plan is not creditable but you opt to continue with that plan, you will have to pay a higher premium if you enroll in a Medicare prescription drug plan in the future.  December 31st is the deadline for enrollment in a plan in order to have coverage effective on January 1, 2006.

For more information, visit the CMS website or call 1-800-MEDICARE. You can also look for future updates on our Websites and newsletters. 
Spotlight on Advocacy

Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do. You can make a difference by speaking out now!

Featured Action: 
Support the Nursing Home Diversion Act!

The Nursing Home Diversion Act (NHDA) would require that nursing homes with dangerously low staffing levels - as identified in a recent federal study - be required to divert incoming residents to other nursing homes in the area with better staffing levels. Currently, New York has NO minimum standards for staffing in nursing homes. Thanks to support from people like you, 29 Assembly members have joined Assemblyman Gottfried as sponsors of this bill. It is now critical that NY State senators stand up and support this emergency measure.
What you can do:
Please speak out now to protect nursing home residents. Let your state representatives – especially your state senator – know that you support the Nursing Home Diversion Act and that you want them to sponsor the nursing home diversion this session.  They should not allow another year to go by with facilities around the state taking in residents the cannot care for!  Visit LTCCC’s Citizen Action Center (www.ltccc.org) and send a free e-mail, letter or fax today.
FYI – For Your Information

Website of Interest:

Families, USA –is a national organization dedicated to achieving high-quality, affordable health care for all. [www.familiesusa.org]
LTCCC wishes you a happy and healthy holiday season!  this is also the time of our annual appeal – please click here and donate now to support our work. 


