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We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living and managed long term care, by strengthening laws,  regulations and government  enforcement, and by educating the public, the news media and policy leaders about long term care issues.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter, The Monitor


If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	If you cannot correctly see this newsletter in HTML, click on the following link: www.ltccc.org/newsletter/enewsletter.htm. 
LTC News Flash

Medical Errors in Nursing Homes 
Medical errors are responsible for nearly 195,000 deaths in hospitals in the U.S. each year. A new study published in the American Journal of Medicine reveals that medical errors are also a significant concern in long term care facilities. It found that at least 10 drug related injuries occur per month for every 100 residents. Drug related injuries can be due to incorrect dosages, wrong medications and adverse drug interactions. These injuries, which can include hallucinations, falls and bleeding, are largely preventable with appropriate monitoring and management. Unfortunately, resources for improved information technology that could assist with medication dispensing and monitoring is often unavailable in long term care facilities. The researchers also highlight the important role that family and friends can play in preventing medication errors and the resulting harm. [http://www.boston.com/business/articles/2005/02/24/medication_errors_plague_nursing_home_residents/?rss_id=Boston+Globe+--+Business+News]

Advances in Understanding Alzheimer’s Disease
Recent research has suggested that the active ingredient in marijuana may help slow decline from Alzheimer's disease. Specific cannabinoids could work to protect the brain by preventing inflammation due to the  plaque build-up associated with Alzheimer’s Disease. This discovery furthers the understanding of this mysterious and debilitating illness. It could also open up possible new avenues for drug therapies, especially significant considering the lack of available treatments for Alzheimer’s patients. [http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/4286435.stm]
Governor Pataki Budget Targets Medicaid Long Term Care
Proposed budget cuts by Governor Pataki attempt to control growing costs to Medicaid long term care by cutting reimbursements to hospitals and nursing homes, raising taxes and closing underutilized facilities. This could result in a total reduction in funding for care of up to $3 billion in New York because of the consequential loss in federal matching funds. Funding cuts to nursing homes could result in staff reductions that may threaten the care residents receive. While LTCCC and other consumer advocates are aware the nursing homes may spend their reimbursement in any way they want (its does not have to be for care) we do believe that their reimbursements should not be cut. However, we also believe that the system should be changed, requiring some funds to be targeted towards expenses relating to resident care, such as increasing staffing levels.
The budget also calls for an expansion of home and community based services as an avenue for reducing costs. Home and community based services can provide an alternative to the more expensive institutional care.  However, these services must be available and accessible to those who can take advantage of them, and resources must be maintained for those who desire or need institutionalized care.
As reported in February’s LTC E-Newsletter, the proposal also calls for restricting eligibility for Medicaid benefits by: eliminating spousal refusal, extending the look-back period for transfers of assets, moving up the penalty period for asset transfers so that they begin at the time services are needed, rather than when the individual actually transferred the assets (in the past) and imposing a look-back period for individuals seeking community based long term care services. Medicaid provides an important safety net to many of those who need long term care.  If implemented, these changes would make it much more difficult for many people to have access to vital services. [http://lkllp.lawinfo.com/pdf/PatakiBudgetRestrictsAccesstoHealthCare2-05.pdf] 
Spotlight on Advocacy

Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do. You can make a difference by speaking out now!
Featured Action:  Stop President Bush’s Medicaid Cuts

President Bush has proposed $60 billion in Medicaid cuts in this year's executive budget. Congressional leaders are beginning negotiations on the budget on March 7. The Medicaid program is critical for providing essential care to many vulnerable people, including the elderly, disabled and many young children. Many vulnerable nursing home residents do not have any other source of coverage for long-term care and could lose services they need if federal funds for Medicaid are cut.  
What you can do: Visit LTCCC’s Citizen Action Center to send a free fax or email or to compose a letter. You can also reach your Congressional representative by calling the Congressional switchboard at (202) 224-3121. Tell them to oppose cuts or caps in Medicaid. 
FYI – For Your Information

Website of Interest:
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities – The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities conducts research and analysis to inform public debates over proposed budget and tax policies and to help ensure that the needs of low-income families and individuals are considered in these debates.  Their website has many reports on the potential impact of current Medicaid and Social Security proposals, including: Medicaid Budget Proposals Would Shift Costs to States and be Likely to Cause Reductions in Health Coverage. [www.cbpp.org] 
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!



