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	NOTE to Readers:

All underlined text in the LTC E-Newsletter is a hyperlink to a website or email address related to the item you are reading.  

To access these links, put your mouse cursor over the underlined text and click on it with your left mouse button.  If that does not work, you can click on it with your right mouse button and choose “Open Hyperlink” in the menu that will open on your screen.
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242 West 30th Street, Ste 306

New York, NY 10001

Phone:

(212) 385-0355

E-mail:

Send us an e-mail


We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	LTC News Flash

Delay in Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage in Some States
Due to staffing shortages in some states, many Medicare beneficiaries are now having to wait weeks for counseling on the prescription-drug program. According to Delaware’s insurance commissioner, that state has only four counselors to advise 120,000 seniors and each "day they handle about 40 calls, but about 60 go unanswered." Meanwhile, the Medicare Rights Center in New York has a backlog of 2,000 calls. While federal officials increased funding for state insurance counseling programs (from $12 million two years ago to $32 million this year), many states feel that there are still significant problems. Medicare beneficiaries face a May 15 deadline to sign up before penalties raising the cost of enrollment set in, and the delays could "slow enrollment of up to 30 million Medicare beneficiaries." [www.usatoday.com]
For more information, visit the CMS website or call 1-800-MEDICARE.
NYS Attorney General Spitzer Investigates Nursing Home
Six former staff members at Jennifer Matthew Nursing Home (located in Rochester, NY) pleaded guilty to not providing “adequate care to a dementia patient, [and] then covered it up by falsifying records.” These misdemeanor charges are a result of an ongoing investigation by the New York State’s Attorney General Office. The workers are now prohibited from ever working in other NY nursing homes and may face jail time. [www.nylag.org]

LTCCC to file amicus brief in national feeding assistant lawsuit
LTCCC has joined with numerous organizations to submit a “friend of the court” (amicus) brief for the national lawsuit to stop the Department of Health & Human Services plan to allow nursing homes to utilize “feeding assistants” with as little as eight hours of training and minimal supervision. This is a fraction of the training required of CNAs, to perform a vital function for residents who are so frail they cannot feed themselves. As one advocate put it, “These workers might be doing the feeding, but it’s the government that has cooked up a recipe for disaster!” 

Apparently, providers submitted THOUSANDS of letters supporting this effort to drastically downgrade the level of care and professionalism in nursing homes.  It is critical that we present a strong voice now that the case is being appealed – to protect both residents and workers. If you would like more information on this topic, please contact us. 
Spotlight on Advocacy

Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do. You can make a difference by speaking out now!
Featured Action: Protect NYS Assisted Living Residents!
The NY Department of Health is currently developing regulations regarding assisted living facilities (ALFs) that will put into effect the law’s mandate clarifying requirements for adult homes (which have always required state licensure) and assisted living (which now must be licensed). It will establish standards for ALFs that want 1) an enhanced needs certificate, to allow residents to “age in place” (stay in their home even as their care needs increase), or 2) a special needs certificate, so that they can provide care for people with dementia. 
The regulations are being formulated now by a state task force. While some of the proposals are very protective of assisted living residents, there are others that are of concern and which could make assisted living residents vulnerable. Because they will be caring for residents who are more likely to have rapid changes in their health status, it is critical that residences with an enhanced needs certificate have an RN on staff.  An RN is essential because he or she is equipped to assess residents and respond to changing circumstances.  
Please speak out now, so that assisted living residents will have the protections they need! Let the Department of Health, State Office for the Aging and legislative leaders know that you want to strengthen assisted living rules by visiting LTCCC’s Citizen Action Center (www.ltccc.org) and sending an e-mail today to the co-chairs of the task force and other relevant state leaders.
FYI – For Your Information

Websites of Interest:

Kaiser Family Foundation – The Kaiser Family Foundation produces a weekly Q&A column explaining the basics of the new Medicare prescription drug benefit. The columns provide consumer-oriented information with helpful advice for people on Medicare and their families as the drug benefit goes into effect. [www.kff.org]
Long Term Care Community Coalition - LTCCC has set up a new secure shopping page that allows you to shop at 100s of stores on the Internet and make a free donation to support our work at the same time. We will receive an additional $5 donation for everyone who accesses our shopping mall before the end of February. Stores include Macy’s, Target, Neiman-Marcus, Sears, drugstore.com and many more! Please help us to help long term care consumers by doing your Internet shopping through our on-line store.  Remember, you can also access the store by clicking on the shopping link on all of our Websites. 
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!



