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	NOTE to Readers:

This is the Long Term Care E-Newsletter – sent  out each month for free by e-mail.  If you would like to receive the E-Newsletter, please send an email to sara@ltccc.org  with the words “subscribe to E-Newsletter” in the subject line.

Subscribers to the e-mail version are able to access more information and stories– it is a great way to keep informed!
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New York, NY 10001
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E-mail:

Send Us An E-mail
We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	If you cannot correctly see this newsletter in HTML, click on the following link: www.ltccc.org/newsletter/enewsletter.htm. 

LTC News Flash

Malpractice Lawsuits Not Source of Insurance Rate Increases

At the same time that many legislators and physicians are calling for limits on liability damages, an April 2005 report indicates that the recent increase in doctors’ insurance rates is not related to the number and severity of malpractice suits sought by patients. The Public Citizen Congress Watch report has found that, from 1991 to 2004, the annual number of malpractice payments has gone down while the total value of malpractice payments has remained constant, once adjusted for inflation. In fact, there has been a 56% decline in multi-million-dollar payments, indicating that “jury verdicts are not out of control.” Although the study claims that the malpractice system is working because “payments match the degree of harm,” it also states that most kinds of common, preventable errors have increased and physicians with repeated malpractice payouts suffer few consequences. Finally, the report declares that 5.5% of doctors are responsible for 57.3% of medical malpractice payouts.
Supporting these findings, the July 18, 2005 edition of Time magazine reports that from 2000 to 2004, the 15 leading insurance companies saw a 5.7% increase in medical-malpractice payouts while collecting a 120% increase in net premiums.
Guides for Assisted Living Receive Media Attention
In February 2005, Radio News Source produced a story concerning the emerging popularity of assisted living options for those people that need basic care, such as bathing or dressing, but do not want or need to live in nursing homes. The news announcement included a voice clip of LTCCC’s Cynthia Rudder describing the role of assisted living guidebooks produced by LTCCC and the Coalition of Institutionalized Aged and Disabled in creating a comfortable and open environment for residents. One guidebook offers advice for potential residents, including how to choose a place that will meet their needs. The other three guidebooks are geared toward current residents, assisted living managers, and direct care staff to help them achieve resident autonomy and independence.  All of the guides, produced with funding from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, can be useful to consumers and workers in any state across the country.
The four free guides are available at www.assisted-living411.org.
Spotlight on Advocacy

Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do. You can make a difference by speaking out now!

Featured Action:  Tell Legislators to Reduce Medicaid Fraud without Harming Recipients!
Over the past few years, legislators have been looking for ways to tighten transfer of asset rules regarding eligibility for Medicaid. Those in favor of increased restrictions of asset transfers claim that $1-2 billion could be saved over 5 years for the whole country. However, it is important to remember that many people who engage in asset transfer are not doing so in order to qualify for Medicaid. 
There is still much room for improvement to Medicaid finances that would not harm the elderly who rely on Medicaid payments for nursing homes. According to an article in The New York Times on July 18, 2005, approximately $18 billion a year in the state of New York alone is spent on fraudulent Medicaid claims. If enforcement of Medicaid law were more strict, and rampant fraud curtailed, it is likely that the government expenditures on Medicaid would decrease by much more than the expected savings from tightening transfer of asset rules. Certainly, if the federal government has the time and resources to investigate every detail of a Medicaid recipient’s finances, they can devote the time to stopping fraud and making sure that nursing homes are spending Medicaid payments wisely and appropriately. As we stated in our Letter to the Editor published in The New York Times on July 15, 2005: “Instead of looking for ways to make things harder for people going through this difficult time, the government should be focusing on efforts to alleviate the struggles. It should find ways to make long-term care affordable to all.”
What you can do: 
Speak Out: Let your state and federal representatives know that you do not want the transfer of assets rules changed.  You can visit LTCCC’s Citizen Action Center (www.ltccc.org) to send an e-mail, letter or fax today.  It is easy and free!
FYI – For Your Information

Website of Interest:

Long Term Care Community Coalition – This month we are showcasing our new Website page devoted to transfer of assets. In response to the Georgetown University Long-Term Care Financing Project report (mentioned in last month’s newsletter) and the recent developments surrounding fraud in Medicaid, LTCCC has created a special page informing the public on the legality of transfer of assets and its impact on Medicaid eligibility. The page also includes recent federal and state efforts to change current Medicaid law by tightening transfer of asset rules. [www.nursinghome411.org]
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!


