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	NOTE to Readers:

All underlined text in the LTC E-Newsletter is a link to a website or email address related to the item you are reading.  

To access these links, put your mouse cursor over the underlined text and click on it with your left mouse button.  If that does not work, you can click on it with your right mouse button and choose “Open Hyperlink” in the menu that will open on your screen.

Long Term Care

Community Coalition 

(LTCCC)

242 West 30th Street, Ste 306

New York, NY 10001

Phone:

(212) 385-0355

E-mail:

Send us an e-mail
We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest enforcement actions against nursing homes in New York State


Read the latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE JOIN NOW!

	LTC News Flash

NY State Releases Assisted Living Regulations

On March 26th, the NY Department of Health adopted final regulations governing assisted living facilities in New York State. Click here to see a summary of the adopted regulations. Thanks to all who sent in letters and faxes letting state policy makers know how important these regulations are. 

One change that we are not pleased about is that the requirement that RNs be present for one shift a day for 7 days a week in facilities with enhanced and special needs certificates (as stated in the last, proposed version of the regs) has been changed to a requirement for a RN for one shift a day for only 5 days with LPNs for the remaining 2 days.  Although this is a lowering of the standard from the last version, it is a significant victory for all of us who fought for RNs for residents with enhanced and special needs. All in all, the regulations are very protective.  It will be crucial now that they be enforced thoughtfully and vigorously.
It is important to note that it will take months for the first application for licensure to be approved by the Department and for such residences to be required to comply with the adopted regulations.

Click here to see the full adopted regulations and an assessment of public comment done by the Department of Health. [http://www.assisted-living411.org] 

NY Department of Health Issues Grant Opportunity Announcement for CMP Funds

NY State has a new round of grant opportunities with funds from civil money penalties (CMPs) collected against nursing homes that were found to have violated minimum standards. Nonprofit organizations and nursing home providers can apply for funding for projects to achieve sustainable improvements that will benefit nursing home residents. Projects must meet at least one of the following objectives of the state's Long Term Care Quality Improvement Initiative (LTCQII) Program:

• Improve resident quality of life;

• Improve quality of care;

• Improve the use of data in decision making; and

• Improve cross-provider communication and information sharing.

The state will award grants up to $45,000 to approved applicants. Applications are due by May 19,2008. Click on the link above for details on how to apply and more information on CMPs, including recommendations for the use of these funds that were developed by LTCCC’s CMP Stakeholder Summit.
Spotlight on Advocacy
Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do. You can make a difference by speaking out now!  
Featured Action: Speak Out Against Dangerous Legislation to Limit Accountability for Poor Medical Care
There is legislation in both the NY Senate and Assembly that seeks to drastically limit the ability of people who have suffered injury due to poor medical care from seeking redress in court.  While there are many fine caregivers in New York State, there are, unfortunately, some "bad apples" and it is crucial that people who have been victims of poor care have the ability to seek adequate compensation for the harm they have suffered and their losses.

This not only provides a means to help compensate them for their suffering, it also provides a very important deterrent for those medical practitioners who are not otherwise motivated to provide good care.

Please send a message to your leaders in Albany and your local news media to protect the rights of victims of medical negligence! [http://capwiz.com/nhccnys/state/main/?state=NY] 
FYI – For Your Information

Website of Interest: Medicaid Institute at United Hospital Fund
The Medicaid Institute at United Hospital Fund provides information and analysis explaining New York’s Medicaid program.  It includes a number of valuable free reports such as Changes in Nursing Home Care, 1996-2005: New York State, Medicaid in New York: A Primer and Medicaid Managed Care Reexamined.   United Hospital Fund, through its Nursing Home Long Term Care Committee, is a member of the Long Term Care Community Coalition. [http://www.uhfnyc.org] 

Quick Tip: Do you sometimes have difficulty reading text on a website? You can easily change the size of text on a webpage by holding down the “Control” button on your keyboard and hitting “+” for larger type or “​-“ for smaller type.  Hitting multiple times will increase (or decrease) the size more and more.  Please note that this may not work on all sites, but it worked on all of the sites that we tried.
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!  



