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On October 7, 2009 the Long Term Care
Community Coalition honored MFCU at the Federal
Hall in downtown Manhattan.  Accepting awards were
Charles J. Hynes, the first Special State Prosecutor to
investigate nursing home fraud and whose leadership
led to enactment of MFCUs across the country,
William J. Comiskey, the first Deputy Director to use
hidden cameras for nursing home investigations and
Heidi Wendel, the current Deputy Director, under
whose watch the New York MFCU was given the
Inspector General’s State Fraud Award for 2008 as the
top Medicaid Fraud Control Unit in the country.

After the presentation of awards, each honoree gave
a presentation.  Joe Hynes spoke passionately about
the beginning of MFCU which began with the terrible
nursing home scandals of the 1970s in New York
State.  (Read his speech on www.ltccc.org.) Bill
Comiskey spoke elegantly of his mission to protect
nursing home residents by trying new and innovative
ways of holding providers accountable and how he
tried to live up to the accomplishments of Joe Hynes.
Heidi Wendel spoke of the close relationship MCFU
has with LTCCC and how important she believes it is
to make sure that the office sees the larger picture of
protecting residents as well as just winning cases. All
spoke of the dedication of the MFCU staff, many of
whom were in attendance.  Thanks to our sponsors:
PHI, pattiedesign.com multimedia designers,
Schwartzapfel Truhowsky Marcus P.C., Bernstein
Real Estate, Ostroff, Hiffa & Associates, SigmaCare,
AARP, Omnicare, New York State Academy of Trial
Lawyers and the New York State Nurses Association.
The food was great and conversation lively. A great
time was had by all. �

LTCCC’s First Annual Cocktail Party 
Honoring The Medicaid Fraud Control Unit Of The Office Of The Attorney General 
A Huge Success!
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NEW YORK STATE
OFFICIALS:

Governor Paterson
State Capitol, Albany, NY 12224
Phone: 518-474-8390
E-Mail: Go to:
http://www.state.ny.us/governor

Richard Daines, MD,
Commissioner

NYS Department of Health (DOH)
Corning Tower
Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12237

Mark Kissinger, Deputy
Commissioner

Office of LTC Programs
NYS DOH
Corning Tower
Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12237

Michael Burgess, Director
NYS Office for the Aging
Agency Building #2 
Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12223

Atty. General Andrew Cuomo 
The Capitol 
Albany, NY 12224-0341 
(518) 474-7330 

New York State Assembly:
To write to your representative

in the Assembly, address your let-
ters to him or her at NYS
Assembly, Albany, NY 12248.
The general switchboard for the
Assembly is 518-455-4000.

In addition to your personal rep-
resentative, it is important that the
following leaders hear from you:

Assemblymember Sheldon
Silver, Speaker

speaker@assembly.state.ny.us

Assemblymember Richard N.
Gottfried, Chair

Committee on Health
gottfrr@assembly.state.ny.us

Assemblymember Jeffrey
Dinowitz

Chair, Committee on Aging 
dinowij@assembly.state.ny.us

New York State Senate:
To write to your Senator,

address your letters to him or her
at NYS Senate, Albany, NY
12247. The general switchboard
for the Senate is 518-455-2800.

In addition to your personal sen-
ator, it is important that the fol-
lowing leaders hear from you:

Senator Malcolm Smith
Temporary President
masmith@senate.state.ny.us

Senator Pedro Espada, Jr.
Majority Leader
espada@senate.state.ny.us

Senator John Sampson
Democratic Conference Leader
sampson@senate.state.ny.us

Senator Ruben Diaz
Chair, Committee on Aging
diaz@senate.state.ny.us

Senator Thomas Duane
Chair, Committee on Health 
duane@senate.state.ny.us

To obtain the names of your 
personal state government repre-
sentatives, go to The Citizen
Action Center on our website:
www.ltccc.org.

FEDERAL OFFICIALS:
To contact your federal repre-

sentatives visit our action alert
center at www.ltccc.org or call
the congressional switchboard
202-225-3121.
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