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Long Term Care
Community Coalition 
 (LTCCC)

242 West 30th Street, Ste 306
New York, NY 10001
Phone:

(212) 385-0355

E-mail:

Send Us An E-mail
We’re on the Web:
www.nhccnys.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.
www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a statewide coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
Visit our Citizen Action Center to read the latest news and send your politicians a free fax or e-mail!
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Help LTCCC Monitor Nursing Home Posting Requirement!
Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter


If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.nhccnys.org.
LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	If you cannot correctly see this newsletter in HTML, click on the following link: www.nhccnys.org/newsletter/enewsletter.htm 
LTC News Flash
NY Attorney General’s Nursing Home Initiative Showing Results 
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer says that ”nursing homes will be held criminally accountable when corporate management willfully fails to follow important laws designed to protect nursing home residents.”

At a time when seniors, the disabled and others who depend on long term care in New York are increasingly marginalized, Attorney General Eliot Spitzer’s office has been taking strong measures to protect nursing home residents across the state. His nursing home initiative has been very successful in holding providers accountable for the care they give (or don’t give!) and, we hope, will force other providers to think twice before they take similar actions. Most recently, the initiative has directly resulted in positive changes in the lives of residents at three homes. These cases focused on an issue crucial to nursing home care: staffing. The Attorney General has found a way to hold providers accountable for inadequate staff!  
(Click on the title above to read the full story on his important work.  See the Spotlight on Advocacy, below, to find out what you can do to support this important effort.)
State Court Allows Class Action Lawsuits for Nursing Home Residents – John Caher reported in the New York Law Journal that  “an appellate panel in Albany has recognized a rarely — if ever — invoked provision of Public Health Law that permits class actions against nursing homes for depriving residents of basic necessities like adequate heat, edible food, privacy and socialization.”  This has the potential to be a very important development in the protection of nursing home residents – it  could enable residents and their families to join together and more effectively hold providers accountable for poor care. 
NHCC is Moving and Changing its Name!  As of December 1, 2003, the Coalition’s address is: 242 West 30th Street, Suite 306, New York, NY 10001.  Our phone is the same, but our fax has changed to (212) 239-2801.  We are also changing our name to the Long Term Care Community Coalition, to reflect our work on issues affecting ALL long term care consumers.
Spotlight on Advocacy
Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do: if you are a long term care consumer, a friend or family member, or just a concerned citizen, you can make a difference!
Featured Action: Help Support the Attorney General’s Important Work to Protect Nursing Home Residents
Attorney General Spitzer is taking important steps to protect nursing home residents.  He is holding nursing homes accountable for bad care!  But as he cracks down on more bad providers, they will increase the pressure on him to lay off his investigations and lawsuits for failing to provide adequate care.
What you can do: The Attorney General MUST hear from citizens that they support his initiatives to protect nursing home residents!  If we don’t tell him that this work is important, it could be hard for him to continue putting pressure on nursing homes. Click here to go directly to our Citizen Action Center to send a fax, email or letter to Attorney General Spitzer. IT’S EASY AND FREE!  Tell him what you think about protecting nursing home residents, and the work he is doing.  If you don’t have Internet access, you can write him at 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.  If you would like to pass out pre-addressed postcards to your organization or group, please call or e-mail us.
Additional actions you can take: In addition to the featured action above, we urge you to write, e-mail or call your representatives in the state and U.S. governments and let them know that you think that long term care consumers need to be protected!  Government officials won’t do anything to alleviate the nursing home crisis, or improve standards for assisted living and adult home residents, unless they hear from you and other citizens that people in need of long term care are important!! (See bottom of page for contact information.)
Even One call or short note can make a difference!
FYI – For Your Information
Information to Contact Your Political Leaders: 

Visit Our Citizen Action Center to find contact information for your local, state and federal officials, federal agencies and local newspapers.
For Readers Without Internet Access: 
Call Governor Pataki at 518-474-7516 or write him at State Capitol, Albany, NY 12224.Write to a NY Senator at: NYS Senate, Albany, NY 12247.  The general switchboard for the Senate is 518-455-2800.  Write to an Assemblyperson at: NYS Assembly, Albany, NY 12248.  The general switchboard for the Assembly is 518-455-4100. 
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!
The Coalition wishes you all a happy holiday and new year.  Please consider contributing to our annual appeal – your donations provide the vital support we need to fight to protect nursing home residents and other vulnerable long term care consumers.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Send your donation to:  NHCC, 242 West 30th Street, Suite 306, New York, NY 10001 or call (212) 385-0355 for more information. 
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