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	NOTE to Readers:

This is the Long Term Care E-Newsletter – sent  out each month for free by e-mail.  If you would like to receive the E-Newsletter, please send an email to barbara@ltccc.org  with the words “subscribe to E-Newsletter” in the subject line.

Subscribers to the e-mail version are able to access more information and stories– it is a great way to keep informed!
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We’re on the Web:

www.ltccc.org
Our  main website, with access to all of our issues, policy briefs and research.

www.assisted-living411.org 

For information on assisted living, including consumer issues and policies.  

www.nursinghome411.org 

For information on developments in nursing home care, regulation and policy issues.

LTCCC is a statewide coalition of over two dozen organizations that works to protect the rights and welfare of long term care consumers in all settings, including nursing homes, assisted living facilities and managed long term care, by strengthening regulation, surveillance and enforcement.

LTCCC Links
View the latest Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes in New York State


Read the  latest edition of  LTCCC’s Newsletter



If the above links do not work (or if you are reading a print out of this newsletter) you can find these documents on our  homepage, www.ltccc.org.

LTCCC members receive hard copies of all our written materials and provide vital support for our work – PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING NOW!

	If you cannot correctly see this newsletter in HTML, click on the following link: www.ltccc.org/newsletter/enewsletter.htm. 
LTC News Flash

Governor Signs Assisted Living Bill into Law
The wait for assisted living protections in New York is finally over, since Governor Pataki signed into law the assisted living legislation that the Coalition and advocates state wide worked so hard for.  Click on the title above to go to our website, which has a summary of the bill.  Watch for future issues of our newsletters for news on law as it goes into effect. [www.ltccc.org]
Fire: Unseen Nursing Home Peril
This news report from CBS television’s Early Show describes the serious problem of nursing home fires and efforts to pass a national requirement that all nursing homes have fire sprinkler systems to help safeguard the lives of vulnerable residents. [http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/11/05/earlyshow/living/ConsumerWatch/main653925.shtml]
People Over 65 a Priority for Flu Vaccination

With the flu vaccine in limited supply this season, local health departments are unable to meet the normal demands.  As a result, New York State’s Department of Health has established a vaccine priority group which includes adults 65 and older, anyone with underlying chronic medical conditions and health care workers who provide direct care. Click on the title above to go to the NY Department of Health’s website for the latest information.    [www.health.state.ny.us] 
Spotlight on Advocacy

Advocacy is one of the most important things we do at the Coalition. It is also something that you can do: if you are a long term care consumer, a friend or family member, or just a concerned citizen, you can make a difference!

Featured Action: 
Help LTCCC by Giving Information on Your Experience With New York State’s Nursing Home Survey and Complaint Investigation Systems.
LTCCC has been awarded a grant by the New York Community Trust to examine the effectiveness of the New York State Department of Health’s nursing home surveillance system.  In addition to analyzing data from the federal government related to deficiencies written, resident characteristics and staffing, LTCCC will be gathering information from consumers and staff who have had experience with the State’s survey or complaint system.  A report of all findings will be posted on our website.
What you can do: 

If you have had a recent experience with a State Department of Health nursing home survey or have made a recent nursing home complaint to the State Department of Health, we could use your help. Please fill out a four page questionnaire on your experiences and mail back to us. You will be able to keep information about your identity confidential. For a copy of the questionnaire, please call (212-385-0355), write (242 West 30th Street, Suite 306, NY 10001) or e-mail (barbara@ltccc.org) us with your contact information and we will send you a copy of the questionnaire.  You can also download the questionnaire by clicking on our website here or going to our website (www.ltccc.org). 
FYI – For Your Information

Website of Interest:
www.nyagrx.com – The NY State Attorney General’s Prescription drug price website.  According to Attorney General Eliot Spitzer: 
A recent statewide survey conducted by my office has found that prices of prescription drugs in New York State can be very high and can vary widely from pharmacy to pharmacy. On this website, we have posted the results of our survey to demonstrate to you the value of comparing prescription drug prices among New York pharmacies to get the lowest price for your medications. This site may also help you locate a pharmacy where you can buy your particular prescription at a lower cost.

Every month, on this site, we will post prices of 25 commonly prescribed drugs at certain pharmacies in various counties across the state. Even if your medication or your pharmacy is not surveyed and listed on this site in any particular month, this site may be helpful to you. For example, if you see a lower price for one of your medications than what your pharmacy is charging you, you may want to ask your pharmacy if they will match the lower price. Or, if you see the differences in drug prices between pharmacies, you may decide to survey prices for your medications among pharmacies in your area.

Remember, New York law requires all pharmacies to give you their Drug Retail Price List which is a recent print-out of their prices for the 150 most commonly prescribed drugs. Pharmacies must also prominently post a sign informing you that their Drug Retail Price List is available. (Emphasis added) [www.nyagrx.com]
Sign-up for the LTC E-Newsletter (or unsubscribe)!


