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Selected Administrative Actions By The NYS Office of Medicaid Inspector General 
Action Taken Against 22 Nursing Home Personnel 6/15/11 - 9/15/11 

Nursing Home Location Defendant Narrative Action Taken 

Aaron Manor 
Rehabilitation 
and Nursing 
Center 
 

Fairport Taggert, Suzanne 
Marie, LPN 

Ms. Taggert admitted guilt to the State 
Education Department’s charge of professional 
misconduct, practicing the profession of 
nursing with negligence on more than one 
occasion.  

Based on State Education 
Department Consent 
Order1 Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion2: 08/16/11 

Absolut Center 
for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation 
 

Endicott Gulley, Yolanda, 
CNA 

Ms. Gulley was excluded from the Federal 
Medicare program by the Department of 
Health and Human Services requiring 
simultaneous exclusion from the Medicaid 
program.3  Earlier this year she was excluded 
from Medicaid after being convicted of one 
count of Willful Violation of Health Laws 
(MFCU Conviction).  

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/18/11 

Adirondack Tri-
County Nursing 
and 
Rehabilitation 
Center, Inc.  

North Creek Hayes, Brenda, CNA Ms. Hayes was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS. Earlier this year she was 
excluded from Medicaid after being convicted 
of one count of Willful Violation of Public 
Health Law (MFCU Conviction). 

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/18/11 

Avalon Gardens 
Rehabilitation 
and Health Care 
Center 

Smithtown Chi, Tolly, CNA Ms. Chi was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Previously she had been 
convicted of Falsifying Business Records in the 
Second Degree (MFCU Conviction). 

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 06/20/11 

Ferncliff Nursing 
Home 
 

Rhinebeck Thomas, Stephen, 
CNA 

Convicted of one count of Willful Violation of 
Health Laws, Mr. Thomas transferred a resident 
on his own, even though the resident required 
a two person transfer.  The resident’s shoulder 
was broken in the process.  He, along with a 
fellow CNA, Christopher Post, then gave a false 
statement to the supervisor, claiming that the 
two transferred the resident together. 

Based on MFCU Conviction 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/15/11 

Ferncliff Nursing 
Home 
 

Rhinebeck Post, Christopher, 
CNA 

 

Convicted of one count of Willful Violation of 
Health Laws, Mr. Post gave a false statement to 
his supervisor, claiming that he had assisted Mr. 
Thomas in transferring a resident who needed a 
two person transfer, when in fact he had not. 

Based on MFCU Conviction 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/15/11 

Lily Pond Nursing 
Home 
 

Staten Island Ferry, Cynthia, CNA Ms. Ferry was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Earlier this year she was 
excluded from Medicaid after being convicted of 
one count of Willful Violation of Public Health 
Law (MFCU Conviction). 

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/18/11 

Lily Pond Nursing 
Home 
 

Staten Island Bernabe, Josefina, 
LPN 

Ms. Bernabe was excluded from the  Medicare 
program by HHS.  Earlier this year, she was 
excluded from Medicaid after being convicted of 
one count of Willful Violation of Public Health 
Law (MFCU Conviction).  

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/18/11 

Medford 
Multicare Center 
for Living 
 

Medford Miller, Toni, LPN  
 

Ms. Miller was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Earlier this year, she was 
excluded from Medicaid after having been 
convicted of one count of Endangering the 
Welfare of an Incompetent Person and one count 
of Falsifying Business Records (MFCU Conviction). 

Based on an HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 06/20/11 

Medford 
Multicare Center 
for Living 
 

Medford Chaudhry, Rima, 
LPN 

Ms. Chaudhry was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Previously, she was excluded 
from Medicaid after having been convicted of  
17 counts of Falsifying Business Records (MFCU 
Conviction).  

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 06/20/11 

Medford 
Multicare Center 
for Living 
 

Medford Coleman, Janet, LPN Ms. Coleman was convicted of one count of 
Falsifying Business Records in the First Degree, 
and two counts of Endangering the Welfare of  
an Incompetent or Physically Disabled Person. 
She was caught on a hidden camera, placed by 
MFCU, endangering an elderly resident with 
physical and mental disabilities.  She did not 
perform the required treatment and falsely 
recorded that she had.  The resident was also 
placed in danger when Ms. Coleman failed to 
assist a certified nurse aide in using a Hoyer Lift 
to transfer the resident, a maneuver requiring 
two people 

Based on MFCU Conviction 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/15/11 

Medford 
Multicare Center 
for Living 
 

Medford Ellis, Patricia, LPN Ms. Ellis was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Previously, she was excluded 
from Medicaid after having been convicted of 
one count of Endangering the Welfare of an 
Incompetent or Physically Disabled Person  
(MFCU Conviction).   

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 06/20/11 

1An agreement between the State Education Department Office of Professional Discipline, Board of Regents, Committee of the Professions and the licensee 
who admits guilt to at least one of the alleged acts of misconduct.  The Consent Order provides the details of the misconduct and the assigned penalties.   
2Exclusion means that no payments will be made to or on behalf of any person for the medical care, services or supplies furnished by or under the 
supervision of the defendant during a period of exclusion or in violation of any condition of participation in the program.  Additionally, any person who is 
excluded from the program cannot be involved in any activity relating to furnishing medical care, services or supplies to recipients of Medicaid for which 
claims are submitted to the program, or relating to claiming or receiving payment for medical care, services or supplies during the period. OMIG may take a 
variety of exclusion actions against a provider based upon: indictments; convictions; consent orders or HHS exclusion. 
3A provider excluded by HHS from the Medicare program is simultaneously excluded from the Medicaid program by OMIG. 

Quarterly Enforcement Actions Against Nursing Homes
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Selected Administrative Actions By The NYS Office of Medicaid Inspector General 
Action Taken Against 22 Nursing Home Personnel 6/15/11 - 9/15/11 (continued) 

Nursing Home Location Defendant Narrative Action Taken 

Northwoods 
Rehabilitation and 
Extended Care 
Facility 
 

Troy Tremper, Jessica, 
CNA 

Ms. Tremper was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS. Earlier this year she was 
excluded from Medicaid after having been 
convicted of one count of Falsifying Business 
Records in the Second Degree and two counts  
of Willful Violation of Health Laws (MFCU 
Conviction).  

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/18/11 

Northwoods 
Rehabilitation and 
Extended Care 
Facility 
 

Troy Abel, Nancy, CNA 
 

Ms. Abel was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS. Earlier this year she was 
excluded from Medicaid after having been 
convicted of two counts of Falsifying Business 
Records in the Second Degree and two counts 
 of Willful Violation of Health Laws (MFCU 
Conviction).  

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 06/20/11 

Northwoods 
Rehabilitation and 
Extended Care 
Facility 
 

Troy Inyeard, Monique, 
CNA 

Ms. Inyeard was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS. Earlier this year she was 
excluded from Medicaid after having been 
convicted of two counts of Falsifying Business 
Records in the Second Degree and two counts of 
Willful Violation of Health Laws (MFCU 
Conviction). 

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 06/20/11 

Rockaway Care 
Center 
 

Far Rockaway Laureano, 
Esmeralda, CNA 

Ms. Laureano was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Earlier this year she was 
excluded from Medicaid after having pled guilty 
to willfully subjecting a resident of a nursing 
home to abuse, neglect or mistreatment. (MFCU 
Conviction). 

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/18/11 

San Simeon by 
the Sound Center 
for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation 
 

Greenport Finley, Donald, LPN Mr. Finley was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Previously, he was excluded 
from Medicaid after he surrendered his license to 
practice as an LPN, the result of an investigation 
into charges of professional misconduct for 
having been convicted of Falsifying Business 
Records in the Second Degree and Willful 
Violation of Health laws.  

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 06/20/11 

St. Ann’s 
Community 
 

Rochester Garofolo, Carol, RN Ms. Garofolo was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Previously she was excluded 
from Medicaid after surrendering her nursing 
license to the State Education Department, 
admitting guilt to a charge of professional 
misconduct, specifically, practicing the profession 
of nursing fraudulently.  

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 07/20/11 

St. Camillus 
Health and 
Rehabilitation 
 

Syracuse Pritchard, 
Stephanie, CNA 

Ms. Pritchard was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Previously she was excluded 
from Medicaid after having been convicted of 
Grand Larceny in the Fourth Degree (MFCU 
Conviction). 

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/18/11 

Williamsville 
Suburban Nursing 
Home 
 

Williamsville Groth, Deborah, 
LPN 

Ms. Groth was excluded from the Medicare 
program by HHS.  Earlier this year she was 
excluded from Medicaid after having been 
convicted of three counts of Falsifying Business 
Records in the First Degree (MFCU Conviction).  

Based on HHS Exclusion 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 08/18/11 

Williamsville 
Suburban Nursing 
Home 
 

Williamsville Bell, Willena, CNA Convicted of one count of Willful Violation of 
Health Laws, Ms. Bell physically transferred a 
resident on her own using a mechanical lift, 
without the assistance of another person, in 
violation of the resident’s care plan.  

Based on MFCU Conviction 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 09/06/11 

Williamsville 
Suburban Nursing 
Home 
 

Williamsville Handley, Diane, 
CNA 

Convicted of one count of Willful Violation of 
Health Laws, Ms. Handley physically transferred  
a resident on her own using a mechanical lift, 
without the assistance of another person, in 
violation of the resident’s care plan. 

Based on MFCU Conviction 
 
OMIG Exclusion: 09/06/11 
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