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A number of significant changes will affect the long
term care community in NY State. The Governor has
reorganized the Department of Health and has created
two new offices: the Office of Health Insurance
Programs and the Office of Long-Term Care Services
and Programs. 

The Office of Health Insurance Programs (OHIP),
headed by Deborah Bachrach, will have responsibili-
ty for all government health insurance programs,
including Medicaid and the Elderly Pharmaceutical
Insurance Coverage (EPIC). 

It will also oversee rate-setting within DOH, New
York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Services, Office of Mental Health and Office of
Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities.
Ms. Bachrach, J.D., was a partner at Manatt, Phelps &
Phillips LLP, the national law and consulting firm,
with a special focus on public health insurance pro-
grams, including Medicare and Medicaid. She has
also served as Vice President, External Affairs at St.
Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital Center and as Chief
Assistant Attorney General in the office of the New
York State Attorney General. 

The Office of Long-term Care Services and
Programs will assume responsibility for long term
care programs currently overseen by several bureaus
and offices throughout the Department. This office is
headed by Mark Kissinger. Mr. Kissinger was most
recently director of the Home Care Association of

New York State and prior to that he was Deputy
Secretary to former Governor George E. Pataki
responsible for health and human services. 

Michael Burgess, formerly director of the New York
StateWide Senior Action Council, a member of
LTCCC, is now director of the State Office of Aging.
Greg Olson, formerly legislative aide to
Assemblyman Steven Englebright, chair of the
Assembly’s aging committee, has joined SOFA as a
deputy director focusing on policy. 

Heidi Wendel was named the new Deputy Attorney
General for the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit (MFCU)
of the Office of the Attorney General. Ms. Wendel
previously served as Health Care fraud coordinator at
the United States’ Attorney’s Office for the Southern
District of New York where she supervised large scale
health care fraud investigations.  She has pursued
large scale civil recoveries, and has used the federal
False Claims Act and whistleblower statutes to stop
health care fraud.

James G. Sheehan has been appointed as the
Medicaid inspector general for New York State. Mr.
Sheehan previously served in the Office of the U.S.
Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania since
1980. He will oversee the fraud and abuse  enforcement
activities of the state's $50 billion Medicaid  program.
He is one of the pioneer US Attorneys using the False
Claims Act against nursing homes. The New York state
Senate still must confirm the appointment. q
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